Clean Water for ALL through Education and Restoration

Letter from the Director
When I think about the Bitter Root Water Forum, where
we’ve come from and where we’re going, I feel an
overwhelming sense of gratitude and appreciation. For the
founders who paved the path for the work we do today.
For the board of directors that continue to provide vision
and leadership. For the landowners who trust us to restore
their land and our waters. For the donors who financially
support our work. For the volunteers who make sure we
have enough boots on the ground to get the work done.
Because of this community we can reach hundreds of
youth annually with watershed education. We can put
restoration projects on the ground that keep our waters
clean and cool.

Are you a

Member?

Yes? THANK YOU!

Your support
and that of more than 90 fellow
members is allowing us to take on our
largest restoration projects ever.

Not a member yet?

Continued community support means big things for BRWF;
we’re pleased to announce that Katie Vennie (last year’s
Big Sky Watershed Corp Member) has joined our staff as
Programs and Operations Assistant!

The goal of 155 North is to raise $100 for
every mile of the Bitterroot River — 85 miles
of the mainstem, 39 miles of the West Fork,
and 31 miles of the East Fork.

Cool, clean water and a community that’s knowledgeable
about our resources—it takes a village to make it possible,
and we’re proud to be a part of yours.

155 people x $100 each = cooler, cleaner water
and a healthier river
Highlighted areas are priority
streams for BRWF restoration
in 2014-2019

Thank you,

Visit our website at
www.brwaterforum.org
for more information or to join today.

Heather Barber
Executive Director

Educate

IN 2014 WE:

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR WATERSHED EDUCATION

Educated more than 1,000
students in watershed health

We believe knowledge about watershed issues is the most important tool we
have to protect our water resources. With that in mind we work to inspire the
next generation of watershed stewards through hands on education. In the
classroom and in the field, we inform area residents  youth and adults  of local
water issues through educational tours and presentations.

Presented the
“Softer Side of Bank Stabilization”
tour for adults

Looking to the Future
This year we will continue our successful youth programs like the Earth
Stewardship Program  reaching hundreds of 7th graders  and the
Future Irrigators of the Bitterroot field trip  leading high school FFA
students on a tour of irrigation in the Valley. We will also have more
opportunities for adults including an adult version of the Future
Irrigators field trip and a workshop on stream bank bioengineering.

Organized and led the 3rd annual
“Future Irrigators of the
Bitterroot” field trip

Reached over 500 people
through our 4th annual Riverfest

A bioengineered streambank viewed during last year’s
“Softer Side of Bank Stabilization” tour

Restore

IN 2014 WE:

IMPLEMENTING AND MONITORING PROJECTS THAT
IMPROVE WATER QUALITY AND WILDLIFE HABITAT

Recruited over 150 volunteers who logged more
than 750 hours of restoration work

We are proud to act as the boots on the ground in the Bitterroot, working with
private landowners and local stakeholders to complete restoration projects
that will positively impact water quality and wildlife habitat in local streams.

Looking to the Future

Removed nearly 2,000 pounds of
trash from the Bitterroot River
during our annual River Clean Up

This spring we’re completing work with two private landowners on the
lower reaches of Rye Creek to reshape eroding streambanks and reduce
sedimentation into this sediment impaired stream. See before and after
pictures of one project site below. These efforts will be magnified by
future work planned for the headwaters of Rye Creek this fall!

Planted, maintained, and monitored over 2,000
native plants along three impaired streams;

BEFORE

AFTER

BRWF 2014 Financials
BRWF Staff and AmeriCorps Member

From left to right: Heather Barber, Executive Director;
Katie Vennie, Program/Operations Assistant;
Carolyn Prescott, AmeriCorps Member
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