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A Legacy Flows On
This January I will be stepping down from the board as my term limit expires. It has been a
pleasure to serve and I have seen great progress since I had coffee with Dave Schultz and
joined the board 9 years ago. At that time we had little money and had to scrape enough
together to pay a director half -time. Since then the organization has grown to two full-time
staff and an AmeriCorps member, with an office location in downtown Hamilton.
However, this wasn’t just about growing an organization but growing our ability to improve
the Bitterroot watershed. The Bitter Root Water Forum and its volunteers have removed
tons of trash from the river, and educated hundreds of children and adults about the value
and importance of the watershed. We now measure streams restored in miles instead of feet.
The Water Forum has brought the community together as well, working with agriculture,
recreation, and all other users to improve our watershed. Of course none of this would have
been possible without our passionate hard working staff, dedicated board, and most of all
our generous volunteers and donors.
Though I will no longer be a board member, my family and I will continue to support the
Bitter Root Water Forum by volunteering and donating in the years to come. Thanks to our
great staff and talented board the Water Forum will have an even greater impact on our
watershed and community in the future.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve. See ya on the river!
Eddie Olwell, Board President
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Watershed Stories
Montana is a special place—blessed with clean water, family farms and ranches, rich
wildlife habitat, and people who work together with mutual respect. It’s important to
tell the stories of our watersheds and the Montana Watershed Coordination Council, a
statewide network for watershed groups, recognizes that and wanted to help. They
offered us a chance to be part of a project to tell the story of Montana’s watershed
communities and we enlisted some friends to tell our Bitterroot story.
Teasers below and full stories from the Bitterroot and five other watersheds
available at mtwatersheds.org/app/watershed-stories/

“We are all in the same boat, even
if folks don’t always realize it. It’s
really important to get people up to
speed on what is really going on.”
Dan Huls
Huls Dairy Inc.
Corvallis

“The water is a huge part of our
identity and what makes this
place so special to live. It benefits
all our lives in so many ways.”
Nicol Musburger
Bitter Root Brewing
Hamilton

“We are all part of the
watershed, and we all have to
work to find that balance. We
have more in common that we
sometimes think.”
Eddie Olwell
Fishs Eddy O
Stevensville

Empowering our Community
through Education
Classroom to the Field
Youth education is an important piece of
our education program and always will
be, as we work to inspire and engage the
future stewards of our water resources.

The most extensive program is our Earth
Stewardship program where 7th grade
students in Corvallis, Lone Rock, Victor,
and Darby have monthly lessons with
local natural resource professionals.
In the spring they get out of the
classroom and into the water to get
hands-on experience with water quality
monitoring, noxious weed identification,
and more.

Water Storage to Use
Learning doesn’t end when school does, so
we offered our Irrigation in the Bitterroot
tour for interested community members
again this year.
The trip starts at Lake Como where we
discuss water storage and water
management in the Bitterroot valley.
Then we travel downstream stopping at an
irrigation diversion structure and fish screen,
meeting with irrigators along the way.
Finally, the trip ends on an irrigated property
to see the full circle of water from storage, to
delivery, and use on a working farm.

Working for a Cleaner River
2,290+ pounds of trash removed from the Bitterroot River

Over 100 volunteers donated

their time to this year’s annual River Clean
Up. With so many folks this was the best
coverage of the river we’ve ever had. Thanks
to their efforts 2,290 pounds of trash were
removed from the river.
Carrie Wise won the prize for Best Trash,
pulling out a shopping cart BBQ.
Honorable mentions included a gazebo,
wagon wheel, and a steering wheel.

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors

Evans Ace Hardware  Cybernet1  Big Creek Coffee Roasters
Schrock Construction  Runner’s Edge  Hamilton Marketplace
Bitterroot Disposal  Clearwater Systems  First Interstate Bank
Geum Environmental Consulting  Iron Horse Athletic Club
Nature’s Enhancement  Higherground Brewing

Clean Up All Year
By providing reusable river clean
up bags at local businesses
throughout the valley, we gave
folks a chance to better handle
their own trash and collect litter
every time they were out enjoying
the river.
As a result, at the annual clean up
volunteers saw less small litter
and were able to focus on getting
some of the larger items out of the
river. The Water Forum hopes to
expand the program in 2019 to
encourage more river users to
clean up all year round.

“If we were to try to do this, reclaim and
regenerate this ourselves, we wouldn’t get it
done in our lifetime.
We may not get it done anyway, but we have
a way better chance to get it accomplished
with the help of these partnerships and what
Bitter Root Water Forum is doing for us”
- Bart Morris, landowner

Miller Creek
Partnering with the Oxbow Cattle Company near Missoula
On Miller Creek, an overly warm and sediment-laden
stream just south of Missoula, the Water Forum is proudly
partnering with Bart and
Wendy Morris. They are
“Our belief system is
the owners of the Oxbow
number one  we take
Cattle Company, a local
care of the land, and
grass-fed beef operation
number two  we take
on Lower Miller Creek.
care of the animals.
Above: Volunteers plant along creek
Below: Bart helps measure fencing plots

The Morrises have a
passion for their work and
a vision for the landscape.

We believe if we do
those two in that order
the rest will be taken
care of”

The restoration project
- Bart Morris
along Miller Creek
includes fencing to protect the streambank and regrow the
land along the stream. More than 450 native plants were
also planted along the streambanks in the newly protected
areas giving the natural recruitment a much needed boost.
Work began this fall and will continue into next spring with additional plantings.

Skalkaho Bend
Partnering with the Land Trust to Improve Water Quality
Thanks to growing community partnerships, an incredible opportunity to restore and
enhance land along the main stem of the Bitterroot River is in the works.
Bitter Root Land Trust acquired a property just upstream of River Park in
Hamilton that will one day add a mile of riverfront park to the community—and it
needs some TLC. The property was not maintained prior to the Land Trust's
ownership, and though abundant in weeds, portions of this reach lack the kind of
vegetation that should be growing next to the river, like cottonwoods and willows.
The Water Forum worked with the Land Trust to create a vision for the restoration of
the riparian area, including healthy plants that provide shade to the stream and send
woody roots into the ground to decrease bank erosion. This vision will move closer to
reality in the fall of 2019 when we receive funds from the State to begin plantings to
improve the streamside land!
We look forward to enhancing this site in partnership with the Land Trust and the
City of Hamilton as this property becomes a city park.

Watershed Enhancement Team
The Watershed Enhancement Team (WET) was formed in 2016 to provide necessary
monitoring and maintenance for the restoration projects the Water Forum has completed
over the years.

Work Accomplished:
browse protector maintenance,
plant watering, photo point monitoring,
plant counts, solarization fabric removal,
seeding, and more.

Thank you WET Volunteers - your
efforts protect and improve projects.
See you next year!
WET members water a project on Rye Creek

Big Sky Watershed Corps
Thanks to donor support and the Bitterroot
Conservation District, the Water Forum is in its
seventh year of hosting a Big Sky Watershed
Corps member. The Big Sky Watershed Corps is
an AmeriCorps service program that places
young professionals across the state of Montana
to make a meaningful difference in local
conservation efforts.
This year’s Big Sky Watershed Corps member,
Aissa Wise, coordinated the Water Forum’s
education programs, led the Watershed
Enhancement Team, organized the Clean Up All
Year program, put together the Irrigation in the
Bitterroot tour, helped to make the Miller Creek
project happen, and so much more.

Aissa at a planting day on
the Miller Creek project

We wish Aissa well in the future and look
forward to welcoming our new Big Sky
Watershed Corps member in January. Thank you
to our donors for making the impactful work of
Big Sky Watershed Corps members possible.

Growing to Meet Demands
Hiring a Restoration Coordinator in the new year
Thanks to your support the Bitter Root Water Forum has successfully grown our
organization to take on more projects and educational opportunities to serve our
community and protect our watershed.
Increasing our output has ultimately shown us there is more to do than we can
achieve with our small staff size, so...
In the spring of 2019 we will hire a Restoration Coordinator to
significantly improve our ability to find and complete on the ground
projects.
With dedicated project staff we will be able to build stronger
relationships with landowners and grow partnerships in
the community to better protect and enhance the land
along rivers and streams that improve water quality.
This is an exciting next step in the growth of our
organization and our ability to bring the
community together to protect, enhance,
and restore the watershed we all rely on.
Thank you for your support in
making this possible. Together,
we can do so much more for
cold, clean water and
healthy lands.
The position will be
posted in the
Spring of 2019.

Donor Spotlight
Susan Young and her family had been visiting the
Bitterroot for twenty years. Her husband fell in love with
the mountains and clean, cold water when he visited on a
fishing trip years before.
The family’s Montana experiences got them into the
outdoors, usually with a fly rod in hand. Susan and her
husband decided to make a permanent move when their
son, Will, wanted to attend the University of Montana.
After his graduation, Susan and Will dove head first into
the distilling business, starting the first distillery in
Hamilton, Westslope Distillery  opening soon.
“We originally came here for the fishing and
the water, so the work that the Water Forum
was doing reeled me in.”

Susan and her son, Will, in front of a still

Susan was first introduced to the Water Forum at a fundraiser where Heather’s enthusiasm
for our watershed motivated her to become more involved  from volunteering to help prep
a mailing to becoming a 155 North member. This year, Susan and the Westslope Distillery
generously matched the Bitterroot Gives event with a $1,500 donation.

“Our distillery is deeply rooted in the fishing lifestyle here in the
Bitterroot, the name of the distillery, the products, and the cocktails.
It’s all fishing related. Access to healthy water is so important to us and
our business for multiple reasons, if the river became unhealthy and
unfishable we would take a hit.”
In 2018 Susan re-joined 155 North, giving the Water Forum the opportunity to do more for
our river. Her donation, amplified by 155 others, will have great impact on the Bitterroot 
joining the movement was a no-brainer for Susan.
“The environment and children are the two most important things to
me, it’s all about the future. If we don’t have healthy, educated,
wonderful adaptive children and if we don’t have a healthy watershed,
then what kind of future do we have?”

You make it all possible. Clean water, healthy lands,
and quality education for youth and adults can only
happen when people like you invest in our work.

Together we make the greatest impact

Ways to Give
Join 155 North with a gift a $100
Become a Tributary member with a recurring monthly gift
Any financial contribution is always greatly appreciated
Online

by Mail

In Person

brwaterforum.org

Bitter Root Water Forum
PO Box 1247
Hamilton, MT 59840

178 S 2nd St
in Hamilton

Give the gift of your time volunteering on our restoration
projects, helping with events, or lending a hand in the office

Bitter Root Water Forum Accepts Planned Gifts
Make the greatest impact possible for cold, clean waters in
your lifetime and for future generations
Types of planned gifts include, but are not limited to:
Stocks, bequests, and the Montana Endowment Tax Credit
Please contact Heather with questions
about any of these types of gifts.
heather@brwaterforum.org | 406-375-2272

Provided for informational purposes only; not intended to be tax
or legal advice. Prior to making a planned gift to the Bitter Root
Water Forum, please consult a qualified financial advisor.
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Visit brwaterforum.org. Sign up for our E-news. Like us on Facebook.

Volunteers planting
native trees and shrubs
along Miller Creek.

